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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 115515 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OAS, VE, NU, CS 

SUBJECT: PERMANENT COUNCIL MEETS TO HEAR NICARAGUAN PLEA 
TO NEW GOCR 

1. RESPONDING TO CONVOCATION BY NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR 
SEVILLA SACASA, OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL MET IN SPECIAL 
SESSION AFTERNOON MAY 5 TO HEAR LENGTHY BUT LOW-KEY 
PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE SUGGESTING CONTINUING COSTA 
RICAN TOLERANCE OF FSLN ACTIVITIES IN ITS TERRITORY AND 
EXHORTATION TO NEW GOCR GOVERNMENT TAKING OPPICE MAY 7 TO 
RESPECT TERMS OP BILATERAL TREATIES PROHIBITING SUCH 
ACTIVITIES. SEVILLA SACASA READ TEXT OP NOTE PROM 
NICARAGUAN POREIGN MINISTER TO OUTGOING COSTA RICAN 
PONMIN PACIO, SUMMARY OP SAN JOSE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 115515 

CONCERNING PLUTARCO HERNANDEZ, ALLEGEDLY PSLN PARTICIPANT 
IN RAID CONDUCTED PROM COSTA RICAN TERRITORY, AND 
CONCLUDED WITH SALUTE TO RETIRING OAS AMBASSADOR SILVA, 
EXPRESSING HOPE NEW GOCR GOVERNMENT WOULD FAITHPULLY 
PULPILL TERMS OP ANTI-SUBVERSION TREATIES. 

2. SILVA REPLIED IN PORMAL BUT NO LESS PRIENDLY PASHION, 
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SUMMARIZING FINDINGS OF AD HOC COMMISSION LAST OCTOBER 
THAT VINDICATED GOCR. SILVA ALSO CITED STRICT ORDERS 
ISSUED TO COSTA RICAN BORDER AUTHORITIES BUT ADMITTED 
THEIR INABILITY TO PATROL EVERYWHERE AT ONCE. HE 
EXPRESSED FIRM CONVICTION THAT NEW GOCR WOULD UPHOLD 

BILATERAL TREATIES AS EAITHEULLY AS PRESENT GOVERNMENT 
AND ASSURED SEVILLA SACASA OE COSTA RICA'S EERVENT 
WISH THAT INTERNAL PROBLEMS OE NICARAGUA BE SOLVED 
EXCLUSIVELY BY NICARAGUA. HE THANKED SEVILLA SACASA 
WARMLY EOR HIS ERIENDSHIP OVER THE YEARS AND CONGRATULATED 
HIM EOR HIS EIRM DEFENSE OE THE INTERESTS HE SERVED IN 
THE OAS. 

3. WHAT HAD BEEN NEAR LOVE-EEAST WAS INTERRUPTED BY 
VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR MACHIN WHO MADE EIVE MINUTE INTER- 
VENTION ON IMPORTANCE OE MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION AND ITS 
CONNECTION WITH HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLING PROBLEMS OF 
NICARAGUA INTERNALLY INSPIRED AND CLOSELY LINKED WITH 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. MACHIN SAID SOUND EOUNDATION EOR 
PEACE IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEPENDEND ON RESPECT EOR 
PRINCIPLES OE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, INCEUDING WILLINGNESS 
TO RECEIVE VISITS EROM lAHRC. HE READ TEXT OE HIS APRIL 
LETTER TO lAHRC CHAIRMAN AGUILAR CALLING EOR EARLY VISIT 
TO NICARAGUA WHERE SITUATION DETERIORATING EAST. SEVILLA 
SACASA REPLIED IN SARCASTIC, INSULTING TONE, DISMISSING 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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MACHIN'S REMARKS AS TYPICAL OF HIM, QUOTE WE KNOW HIS 
OBSESSION WITH HUMAN RIGHTS BUT WHAT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE LIBERATOR'S OWN COUNTRY7UNQUOTE. HE REJECTED 
RIGHT OE ANY STATE TO PRESCRIBE WHAT ANOTHER SOVEREIGN 
STATE SHOULD DO, DEEENDED NICARAGUA AS COUNTRY IN WHICH 
HUMAN RIGHTS WERE PROTECTED, AND CALLED ON MACHIN TO 
STAY CALM, LISTEN TO OTHERS' POINTS OP VIEW AND STAY OUT 
OP INTERNAL CENTRAL AMERICAN ISSUES. MACHIN ADMITTED 
HE HAD BEEN OBSESSED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS ALL HIS LIFE AS 
HAD PRESIDENT PEREZ AND MASS OP VENEZUELANS, WHO HAD 
SEEN CHAOTIC RESULTS OP GROSS VIOLATIONS OP HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN 1930S AND 40S. MACHIN SAID HE HAD A SUITCASE PULL OP 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST NICARAGUA BUT, IN ALL ITS YEARS OP 
ACTIVITIES, THE lAHRC HAD NEVER RECEIVED A COMPLAINT 
AGAINST VENEZUELA. MACHIN SAID HE WAS SAVING HIS SUIT- 
CASE FOR JUNE BUT WOUED BE HAPPY TO OPEN IT AT ANY TIME. 

4. USREP HAD BEEN PREPARED TO READ TEXT OP LOW-KEY STATE- 
MENT EXPRESSING HOPE NICARAGUA/COSTA RICA DIPPICULTIES 
WOULD BE RESOLVED ALONG LINES RECOMMENDED BY OAS AD HOC 
COMMISSION AND, RE HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLING EOR EARLY 
lAHRC VISIT TO NICARAGUA. PC CHAIRMAN MAZZINI IGNORED 
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HIS GESTURE EOR RECOGNITION AND CONCLUDED SESSION. 
MAZZINI, MOST INEPT CHAIRMAN IN RECENT MEMORY, EXPLAINED 

TO USREP AND MACHIN LATER THAT HE HAD DECIDED ENOUGH HAD 
BEEN SAID AND SESSION SHOULD BE CONCLUDED. SHOWN TEXT OF 
TALKING POINTS WE HAD PREPARED, MACHIN WAS DELIGHTED AND 
THANKED USREP PROEUSELY FOR OUR INTENDED SUPPORT ON 
lAHRC VISIT. CHRISTOPHER 
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EOR DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SALLY SHELTON 

BUREAU OE INTER-AMERICAN AFEAIRS 

EOLLOWING REPEAT STATE I I55I5 SENT ACTION CARACAS, MANAGUA, 
SAN JOSE INEO ALL AMERICAN REPUBLIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 05 MAY 78 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE I I55I5 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: OAS, VE, NU, CS 

SUBJECT: PERMANENT COUNCIL MEETS TO HEAR NICARAGUAN PLEA 
TO NEW GOCR 

1. RESPONDING TO CONVOCATION BY NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR 
SEVILLA SACASA, OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL MET IN SPECIAL 
SESSION AFTERNOON MAY 5 TO HEAR LENGTHY BUT LOW-KEY 
PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE SUGGESTING CONTINUING COSTA 
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RICAN TOLERANCE OF ESLN ACTIVITIES IN ITS TERRITORY AND 
EXHORTATION TO NEW GOCR GOVERNMENT TAKING OEEICE MAY 7 TO 
RESPECT TERMS OF BILATERAL TREATIES PROHIBITING SUCH 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE II55I5 

ACTIVITIES. SEVILLA SACASA READ TEXT OE NOTE EROM 
NICARAGUAN EOREIGN MINISTER TO OUTGOING COSTA RICAN 
EONMIN EACIO, SUMMARY OE SAN JOSE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
CONCERNING PLUTARCO HERNANDEZ, ALLEGEDLY ESLN PARTICIPANT 
IN RAID CONDUCTED EROM COSTA RICAN TERRITORY, AND 
CONCLUDED WITH SALUTE TO RETIRING OAS AMBASSADOR SILVA, 
EXPRESSING HOPE NEW GOCR GOVERNMENT WOULD FAITHEULLY 
FULFILL TERMS OE ANTI-SUBVERSION TREATIES. 

2. SILVA REPLIED IN EORMAL BUT NO LESS ERIENDLY EASHION, 
SUMMARIZING EINDINGS OE AD HOC COMMISSION LAST OCTOBER 
THAT VINDICATED GOCR. SILVA ALSO CITED STRICT ORDERS 
ISSUED TO COSTA RICAN BORDER AUTHORITIES BUT ADMITTED 
THEIR INABILITY TO PATROL EVERYWHERE AT ONCE. HE 
EXPRESSED FIRM CONVICTION THAT NEW GOCR WOULD UPHOLD 

BILATERAL TREATIES AS EAITHEULLY AS PRESENT GOVERNMENT 
AND ASSURED SEVILLA SACASA OE COSTA RICA'S EERVENT 
WISH THAT INTERNAL PROBLEMS OE NICARAGUA BE SOLVED 
EXCLUSIVELY BY NICARAGUA. HE THANKED SEVILLA SACASA 
WARMLY EOR HIS ERIENDSHIP OVER THE YEARS AND CONGRATULATED 
HIM EOR HIS EIRM DEFENSE OE THE INTERESTS HE SERVED IN 
THE OAS. 

3. WHAT HAD BEEN NEAR LOVE-EEAST WAS INTERRUPTED BY 
VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR MACHIN WHO MADE EIVE MINUTE INTER- 
VENTION ON IMPORTANCE OE MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION AND ITS 
CONNECTION WITH HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLING PROBLEMS OF 
NICARAGUA INTERNALLY INSPIRED AND CLOSELY LINKED WITH 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. MACHIN SAID SOUND EOUNDATION EOR 
PEACE IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEPENDEND ON RESPECT EOR 
PRINCIPLES OE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, INCLUDING WILLINGNESS 
TO RECEIVE VISITS EROM lAHRC. HE READ TEXT OE HIS APRIL 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE II55I5 

LETTER TO lAHRC CHAIRMAN AGUILAR CALLING EOR EARLY VISIT 
TO NICARAGUA WHERE SITUATION DETERIORATING EAST. SEVILLA 
SACASA REPLIED IN SARCASTIC, INSULTING TONE, DISMISSING 
MACHIN'S REMARKS AS TYPICAL OF HIM, QUOTE WE KNOW HIS 
OBSESSION WITH HUMAN RIGHTS BUT WHAT ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE LIBERATOR'S OWN COUNTRY7UNQUOTE. HE REJECTED 
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RIGHT OF ANY STATE TO PRESCRIBE WHAT ANOTHER SOVEREIGN 
STATE SHOULD DO, DEEENDED NICARAGUA AS COUNTRY IN WHICH 
HUMAN RIGHTS WERE PROTECTED, AND CALLED ON MACHIN TO 
STAY CALM, LISTEN TO OTHERS' POINTS OF VIEW AND STAY OUT 
OE INTERNAL CENTRAL AMERICAN ISSUES. MACHIN ADMITTED 
HE HAD BEEN OBSESSED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS ALL HIS LIFE AS 
HAD PRESIDENT PEREZ AND MASS OF VENEZUELANS, WHO HAD 
SEEN CHAOTIC RESULTS OE GROSS VIOLATIONS OE HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN I930S AND 40S. MACHIN SAID HE HAD A SUITCASE FULL OF 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST NICARAGUA BUT, IN ALL ITS YEARS OE 
ACTIVITIES, THE lAHRC HAD NEVER RECEIVED A COMPLAINT 
AGAINST VENEZUELA. MACHIN SAID HE WAS SAVING HIS SUIT- 
CASE FOR JUNE BUT WOULD BE HAPPY TO OPEN IT AT ANY TIME. 

4. USREP HAD BEEN PREPARED TO READ TEXT OE LOW-KEY STATE- 
MENT EXPRESSING HOPE NICARAGUA/COSTA RICA DIEEICULTIES 
WOULD BE RESOLVED ALONG LINES RECOMMENDED BY OAS AD HOC 
COMMISSION AND, RE HUMAN RIGHTS, CALLING EOR EARLY 
lAHRC VISIT TO NICARAGUA. PC CHAIRMAN MAZZINI IGNORED 
HIS GESTURE EOR RECOGNITION AND CONCLUDED SESSION. 

MAZZINI, MOST INEPT CHAIRMAN IN RECENT MEMORY, EXPLAINED 

TO USREP AND MACHIN LATER THAT HE HAD DECIDED ENOUGH HAD 
BEEN SAID AND SESSION SHOULD BE CONCLUDED. SHOWN TEXT OF 
TALKING POINTS WE HAD PREPARED, MACHIN WAS DELIGHTED AND 
THANKED USREP PROEUSELY FOR OUR INTENDED SUPPORT ON 
lAHRC VISIT. CHRISTOPHER 

UNQUOTE VANCE 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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